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CLIMATE AND HEALTH: GEORGIA’S CHALLENGES,
RISKS AND ADAPTATION STRATEGIES

Miranda Gurgenidze

PhD student at the Geography Program
at Thilisi State University

Abstract

Climate variability and change represent major global challenges with both direct and indirect effects on
human health. Georgia’s diverse physical and geographical conditions provide a unique context for studying the
interactions between climate and health. This paper examines the influence of rising temperatures, fluctuations
in atmospheric pressure, humidity, ultraviolet radiation, and air pollution on various physiological systems.
Particular attention is given to the impacts of extreme weather events — such as heatwaves, heavy precipitation,
and droughts — which increase the risks of cardiovascular, respiratory, and infectious diseases. Furthermore, the
study explores the psychogenic dimensions of climate stress and climate anxiety, contributing to the prevalence
of anxiety and depressive disorders. Using the Georgian case as a reference, the article outlines adaptive
mechanisms and preventive approaches aimed at mitigating climate-induced health risks and informing health-
oriented climate policy.

Keywords : climate, human health, global climate change, climatic factors
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30b Lobdofmg o Lyoowol Gabgo, Mo bobo-
mmdM03 35330690 mmo0s  godbommmaono
LEMgLboo godmbggmmo mogal &3060bL Jodayo
domabbolb @ofMm3g390056 @ bm(zosmydn vm-
009M0mMdgdal  ©gb@sdomadsaznabomab (Burke
et al., 2018).

9Mm3569mn dmbgdo s dozmmemndsGo

339460L 30y dmbgddn, aobbesyomtg-
b0 abgm dgommE @obobmgdmm Jomsgqddo,
Mam®0300 mdomobo, 3mods@do (33momg-
3980L a03mgbs g963Mmgmmdady 3owg3 MYBO™
ddmogho gmabgds. NMdsbymo ,LomndnMo
3:96dgeob” 9839d@0, GmBgmas 3odmbgggeas
dgbmdgdolb o abgdal domamn dmasd@ofm-
doms o 363567 LoggaMob gyan@om, 360d-
3b9mmgbo Mol DgoodnGmm s 3sgMal
&9939M0G M, o3 93omgdl goMoyymgdg-
dab G0bglb byybodgomo, gmbobbmdsMmamgs-
bo o ogMmdmgamszonmo bob@gdgdobmgab.
0dobmobogg, 3ogMal ©sdnbdyyMmgdol domamn
©mbg, MmM3gmbaig o&dmbyggnma LEGeabs(zns
5 356706930L g0dmbodmmdgn gobsdnmmdgdl,
byl 9BbymdL sbm3ob gs3b6353905L, JMMbOH-
mo 3OHmMbJo@gdol bl s Dmasm ImEgm-
mMmaone (33093980 Labnbod abgddo.

30M©s 530bs, YMdsbym as0gdmdo d(3bmg-
900 3mbabmagmds b3oMoE MEGm Imbygmoe-
05 dgbGomuto xobIGmgmmdal 3Mmdmagdg-
d0b dododm, Mo gmmods@yMo 30Mmmdgdobasb
Bomdmdmbdoem JMmbogmm LEMLMSL ©s MgH-
Ine obgm3gmEmEGosb 360l ©s3s3daMmgdmmo.
0333560 bgaszmgbs goblbsgnmmgdom mgombe-
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Robmo g3mbmdogafor @o9E30m RawBgdde,
MMBgmma(z 96 830 Bzmds 3mbrn(znfgdsbs

5 dgbodadol bLozbmgmgdgm 306mdgddy. o3
Bmbdy aobbogymmgdymo 360d3bgmmds gbo-
F9ds 3mods@obowdn goddmyg @@dsbyyma 3m-
m0@030b g580Mgdsl, Mo ammabbdmdl 3bgzs-
69 Dmbydolb 3oDMEaL, 3o96al bamabbols dmbo-
Gmobgal  LobBgdgdal goydxmdgbgdsl o
Lomdg@o Mobzgdol Bobsbbam dommzgol xob-
©5(330L bobEgdob Gomamgddo.

3m3sgfio 3erods§ o 3erorgds @d
30330360l x36dMngemmds

ammdamFo 3m0dsG&o (33eomgds bom-
dmoagbl 21-g Loygmbol gFo-gfo yzgmsdy

Bogm ©d 3md3mgdbad Lagmobglb Lodmas-
©mgdMogo go6IGMgmmdobogolb. o3 (33moamg-
d0b dggagdo 3MogemdbMogem 3mmabrgds —
3oMEsdomn bgdmddgmgdoom, MHmammazss boom-
d60 Gommgdo, bysmmoopmdgda, babdfgdo ©s
Joc0dbmgdo, ©d oMmsdoMmsedomo dgdsbnbIg-
doom, Mo dmazo3L 0bgygdonto os350909-
oL gogM3gmadal,  33960L  Lagmmbmgdal
393(306935b, Lygms bymab gnozedL, 3og-
Aol ©odobdyfMgdobs o LmznomyM-q3mbmdo-
3060 LobEgdgdal dgmygssl (Watts et al., 2018;
WHO, 2021).

960-9fm0  43gmodg mzombsohabm  Logm-
obgs gdbEMgdoemmGo 8 gd3gMeGyernmo dmg-
mgbgdo, gobbsgymmgdom  Lobol  Gommygdo,
Mmdmgdos 99339 06393L Logzomosbmdals doh-
39693mgdob Bl g3mm30l, sDonbs s 88gMa-
30b o domadqgddo (Gasparrini et al., 2015). dm-
35 g09mn §9339MoG M asbbsgnmmgdom bLo-
dndns Imbygmon xanxgdobogalb — dmbyysg-
d0bmgal, JHmbogmmo ssgewgdgdalb ddmby 3o-
960bm30L s 3(3069bmm3z560 do3d3930bmgab.

3MISCNM0 500MdS dSbgbl asgmgbsl
0683930 nM0 @93503980L 3530393 DIG-
&9339M@ Mol do@gds s b3030L Mggndals
(330mads bgmb mBymdlb 369Mgdoom gowsdog-
b0 55350098900l, MmgmMoges domsotos, ©gb-
a9b bgmagds s mgaddsbomba, go3M(3gmgdsl
03 M9a30mbgddoz 3o, Lo 0bobo oMy o6
gogdbofmogdmes (Colén-Gonzalez et al., 2021). gb
36m39b0 3603369mmmzgeb a53mbB3g35L ¢43bals
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03 43994690L, MHMImgdLag o6 sz dysto gdo-
©qdomemaonmo bgoedbgozgmmdalb bob@gds.

3096l batobbol  gomomgbgds — goblbo-
3NoM36000 Mdmbabs s PM2.5 bsboms3gdals
3o@9ds — dbg3g 393300 gd Mo 3G N6
5 43600 LyMombym Mabib Mgb3nMoGmEema
5 39MEom3sb3mMo ©sog3owgdgdal mgsom-
LodMoboom (Ebi & McGregor, 2008). 5¢b0dbyyemo
36mdm 3980 35bbs3nmmgdoo 3630390 gmob-
©qds 16N (396890, bawsz gMomm-
Do bzgds §gddgmodmal do@gds, ©odab-
dnMgdmmo 359600 ©s YMdsbymo ,bomndymo
3:96d:9egdob” 93gdde-

3@mSg®o jeadadg@o 33memgss, o3
939, SdmngMgdlb LGMgbym s IgbGomn®
R0 gmmdalb go3mbggzgdl. oMo FoGob-
BmmMxyqdo, bobmgMgdgma gomgdmb  sgom-
339, 0dgmagdoomn dogMo3ns © SMdLOILIMNg-
mm dmdagmob 39Mb3gd@ngs gbogmemmanntn
Bbgbal B0bgbo brgds, aobbsinmmgdoo sbom-
30PM©gddo s ©sdsmo dgdmbogmal djmby
Xagkgddo (Cianconi et al., 2020).

bogdomggmman ¢339 dgodRbgss &qbogb-
(30900, MMImgda(z ©3obsLosMgdgmos gemmda-
@O0 3m0ddsGMo (33momgdobogol — aobdo-
90mo a35m3980 s Bysmmomdgdon, dog-
bymol babaMdmogo Logbggdo s gommgamal-
Bobgdgmo Dodmmol §gd3gMme@nenmo Mygzg-
d0. 93 gmbdgy 0dMEgds 3oM33mdy edm3nEg-
dmn ©o035096980L Mabgn, gobbsgnmmgdoo
03 M9a0mbgddo, Lasz Fmbobrmgmds ©sIm 30-
©admos sgfMofnm Bomdmgdady ob of o743L
B300m3s bomsbam gobosz30Dy.

308o@gGo  (33e0egdgdob  303mBgg396-
056 gobod moggdmom Kobwsa330L Lol gds bo-
Fommgdl gx3gd@uc® 3mmoGogsl, Jmods@nto
0b3goal dommzol o bbgowsbbgs Lggmmb
0565336m3mmdol godmogMgdsl Mmam®(3 s
30mmdM03, 0bg bogMmsdm@abm pmbydg.

M93m3gbs(30980

bg9mo 0mbodbymo 0bgmmds30gd0b sbo-
mobalb dgegase dgdyndeggdmmoa Mg3mdgbos-
(30900 30bbo@ 0babogl 3modsG o (33mamg-
3980 go3emgbals dgdbmdmdgdel s Imbobermgm-
dab  ®obdMomgmmbal aomdxmdgbgdol. oyyso-
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mgdgmos sbaEam bogM399830 3o9Mab Gg-
6056md0l m3@ndom o @mbal (~40-60%) «b-
b3gmymazs,  Lomosbosm  g3gb@omoazns o
mdob 367396300, Mgb3nMoGmyymo JMHmbo -
M0 ©8535096960Lb dJmbg 30Mgdal s gyymo
bL360bnbgo S 3mNdsGMH 30MHMEgdMeb Jgbode-
dabo gobsgomo Mgbn@mbgdol Imdamabszns.
360d369mm3sbos  39d@mOmmo  osgemgdgdals
dmbo@mmMabaol asdmagfmagds, LyMbocmabs o
Byomdmdamag gdal MbogMmombmgdol  3mbEHm-
™o, 30Ms©0 3030960Ls s 3Mg396(30mo bm-
3980b dgbobgd Imbabrmgmdal 0bgmmdnmgds,
obggg, JmodoG Mo  sEed@oMgdamon  saon-
mmdMnz0 goboa(330L 39330b dg3mdsggds. dgb-
GomMo  xobdMomgmmdal dboMeoggmabmgal
a(30mgdgmos  gbogdmmmannMo  obdatgdals
Lob@gdob dgddbs Lngoobs s MHobzol Dmbyd-
do, gbogmmg®adogmo o dbomaggmal gan-
3900b  bgmdobobgomdmdol ¢ dAMbzgmymes,

3@08o@gm
LogMNBggdmMb 3@ o(300bmgals, sbggg sbog-

Logsobdsbosommgdemm  30335bngdo
33b090056  Bbogm-bmgosmyGo  @asmmaals
305d@0mMgds s 9dmioydo MgbyMbgdol asd-
m0gfgds. 5cbndbyymo Mg3mdgbrs(30900, bgmb
3gmbymdlb  Bmam@i3  0boogomsmm@oa, by
LobLBYINYMo MgogaMmgdol asdmngMgdsl s dm-
Lobmgmdol  gobIMMgmmdol drgmdsmgmdals
aom3xmogLgdab.

©sb336s

Logo@mggmmb  dogomomndy  ©omgnbws,

M3 gmods@o (33momgdgdo 9339 360d3b9-
mm3ob go3mgbol sbgbl dmbabmamdal gobo-
396 ©° gbodogn® xe6dGmgmmdadyg, asbbe-
3No696000 doamImnsb s Lmgmalb Gggom-
693do. 5&3mbygnma (33momgdgda, 3ogcal
3050 gobgdoom goxgMgds, &gd3gMod -
oL 94bBMgdgdo s d¢bgdMogo Logmmbggdo
Bl Mab3oMsGmEmo, gnm-bobbmmdsmmg-

™S (553500909800, 39O 0bgygd309d0bs
5 BLogm-begnsmuo 3GMdmadgdal Gabsl.

393dmygbgdama mo@gMmsGyMms:

3393900 oh39693L, ®m3 LojeGmnggmmb
dmbobgmdalb Bobomo, Bonbgosgem domsma
(36md0g@gdabs, xgM 30093 396 bywogh 3mods-
&ob 3geroegdobomeb obrogoegscg® Ji39390b
5 Logommgdlb 0bgm@dnmgdslb. 39cdme, 2022
Brmob 33m939800 ©LGMEMEYds, M3 dmbob-
mgmdal 66% ogemal, Gm3 3mods@ob (33emamg-
do MgomyMas, o9d(3d dbmemme 48—53% donh-
6930, M3 530560l Rofgzs dgndmads dgg-
39%0b  d93L¢dndgdabogals.
5 begmob dmbsbgmdsdn (36mdogHgdals om-

sbomasbfogdlbs

by a0obbbgozgdmmos, bmmm domsgsfn obymm-
35(300 3mEab 8905Ls3emgdgdnsb.
3603369mm3obas LabgmdBogmb Bngm ge-
boonmgdaly, nbgzm@mdomgdal s Lodmgswmgdal
Rotormmdol 3mmo@ngolb asbgomomgds. ao-
93mbs(33000 0bgm@ms3nabs s gobosmmg-
30b (39680l dogf asbbmM(30gmgdymo 3Mma-
03980 bgmmadogm, bdmaonbsgsbdsbsmmgd-
mm, 30mggbomm s dsmmglb boggbymgddg
983J& M@
3MEbsL, BFMEOL  3mods@ambogyym  J3935b
o bgmb Bymdl  Lodmgomadm  3nm@nmal
(participatory culture) Bodmysmndgdal. 3emads@)-

omdxmdgbgdl  dmbobemgmdals

ambogMymo bmgmob dgyMmbgmdols, ggmemmaon-
M0 §Mgbobgagdabs s 3Mmyqboyymn 3Mmams-
3980l abgMagzs bgmb Bymdl ggMmdgmadobs
5 3Omzgbombamadol 83Domdsol Mgomym ao-
3mb39390056  gobadzmoggdmoew  (bofsmozg-
mb dgbagomg gmmzgbaemn dgBymdobyds, 2024).

5833000, 3mnds@Mo (33momgdgdol go-
3mb39390056 gu39d@nG0 dGdmms dmambmgl
3M33madbn  Boamdsl, Gmdgmaoa sgdomns-
bgol xobo(330L, aobommadsl, obgm@dntg-
dob, dEaommdMogo 3mmn@ogzol 3@ 300l
> dmgomodgms  od@on® Rs@ormmmdsl. o3
doam3gdal gobbm30gmagds bgmb dgnBymdl
dmbabmmgmdob goboznMo s gbodoznEo xob-
I0gmmodalb  o335L, gmodsGyMa Mabggdal
d93(30609d5L o JpaMowo aobgnmamgdols bgem-
dgbymdosb.

1. 39350750508 3mb@Mmmmal gMmgbymo (396@Ma (NCDC). g30mgdommmaano dodmbamgs

2021-2022. odomobo: 055350900008 3mbGMmmal gMmzbymo (396&M0; 2022.
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